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4th September 2026
Dear Parents & Carers,

Our children are settling well in their new classes, there is a buzz in the air and learning is
exciting! There is so much to look forward to in the year ahead and my teaching and support
staff are working extremely hard, as always, to prepare exciting learning opportunities for your
children. The children have been absolutely amazing, showing great maturity, adapting to
their new routines and the sound of laughing and playing has been a joy to hear. Year 3 have
become all ‘Ginja Ninja’ to begin their Heroes & Villains topic, Year 4 gathered around the
witch's cauldron and began their ghastly spells for their ‘Potions’ topic, Year 5 loved their
‘Alchemy Island’ launch day working around the different Year 5 classrooms completing
artwork, science activities, a tfreasure hunt, riddles and é-word stories while Year é have been
dissecting hearts as they begin their ‘Blood Heart’ topic. So much packed into the 15t week!




School start times and finish times

Registration is at 8.30am prompt each morning. Please ensure your child is on time. We do
encourage families to walk to school and congestion around the school site is an issue with
cars. Walking is much healthier too! If you do drive to drop your child in the morning, please
drive as far down the drop off zone as you can before your child gets out of the car. This helps
reduce the fraffic in Vicarage Road. | kindly ask that you don’t park in the drop off zone which
slows down the flow of tfraffic and that children exit the car at the path side, not the drivers
side into the oncoming fraffic.

A reminder that pupils who are late to school will have to miss their playtime to catch up on
their missed learning. This week 46 children have been late to school. Punctuality is a huge
area of focus for Headfield this year.

At 3pm the site is closed to cars. Please walk up the school drive through the bottom barrier
to pick up, then exit via the top barrier. This helps to create a one-way walking system and
relieves congestion. We very much discourage families from leaving the site through the
bottom barrier as that is a bottle neck for cars and can be a dangerous spot to cross the road.

When parking on nearby streets, please consider our neighbours. Do not block driveways or
the footpath or park on yellow lines — the safety of pedestrians must be put first. | thank you for
your consideration with this matter.

Year 3 parents - as children become more familiar with the school site, families often arrange
to meet together at a pre-agreed meeting point at the front of school. If you choose to do
this, please have a discussion as a family so your children are clear where they are to meet
you.

Dinner Money

Dinner money prices are now £3.00 per day, £15.00 per week. This includes a choice of main
meal and dessert. Children choose their own meal each morning with their class teacher to
ensure they are enjoying their food. Please make payment via ParentPay as we are a cashless
school. Menus are on our school website under the School Lunch tab or follow this link
https.//headfieldschool.org.uk/docs/WEB_Catering Master Menu F 2026 27 1 .pdf

For new children joining school, your child’s ParentPay account details have been shared with
you to make payment.

A reminder for our new Year 3 families that the universal infant free school meals ends after
Year 2 so please do pay for school dinners if your child isn't eligible for free school meals. You
can read about free school meals and how to apply on the following Kirklees website
hitps.//www kirklees.gov.uk/beta/schools/free-school-meals.aspx



https://headfieldschool.org.uk/docs/WEB_Catering_Master_Menu_F_2026_27__1_.pdf
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/schools/free-school-meals.aspx

Breakfast Club

A reminder that breakfast club is open but is only available to those children have been
allocated. Please apply via the school office if you require a place for your child/ children.

Important Dates for September for your Diary

Year 6 Parents/ Carers Meeting Monday 7th September 3.15pm
Year 5 Parents/ Carers Meeting Thursday 10th September 3.15pm
Year 4 Parents/ Carers Meeting Monday 14th September 3.15pm

These meetings will be held in our School Hall and led by year group Assistant Headteachers.
Vital information for your child’s year group will be shared and we look forward to welcoming
you into school. Thank you to all Year 3 families that joined us yesterday for your welcome
meeting.

High School Open Evenings

A reminder for our Year 5 & 6 parents that high school open evenings are starting very soon.
We would highly recommend you go and visit a variety of secondary schools so you can make
the best choice for your child's next phase of their education based on their needs and
interests. Please follow this link for the dates:

https://www .kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/high-school-open-evenings.aspx

School Uniform

If your child requires any school uniform we do have some second-hand stock in school that
has been given to us. Please contact the school office and you are welcome to come and
look if any is suitable for your child.

Reading at Home

Reading at Home is an integral part of our curriculum. Children are expected to read at home
with an adult or older sibling every day. In school we provide the opportunity for children to
read their chosen text for 20 minutes daily. Developing a love of reading is our highest priority
as being literate opens the doors to so many learning opportunities and is the biggest
precursor to academic success.


https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/admissions/high-school-open-evenings.aspx

What is Accelerated Reader?

Accelerated Reader is our school reading scheme and is based around a computer program
that helps to develop children’s independent reading. It works in quite a simple way; a child
picks a book at their own level, and when finished takes a short quiz of 5-10 questions on the
computer. The quiz is a feature of how we change books at school, but is a really important
addition. If the child can answer the quiz questions about what they have read they are given
a points value dependent on how many questions they answer correctly, which then tells the
child's teacher that they have fully understood the content of the book. That point value is
added to a child's individual profile and the class teacher tracks each child's progress. When
a child is regularly achieving full marks on quizzes at the stage they are working aft, their
teacher will reassess them to see if they are ready to move up through the programme.

How does a child know which books to choose in Accelerated Reader?

Each child will be able to select a book from our library that falls within their Z.P.D (zone of
proximal development). This reading band guides children towards choosing books at an
appropriate reading level that is challenging yet not frustrating. The aim is for children to pass
the quiz and be successful. In time, children will move up reading bands and read more
challenging texts. A child’s ZPD is determined by a computer based ‘Star Reading Assessment’
delivered by class teachers. Star Reading Assessments have been taking place in Year 3
classes this week so children will begin to bring books home very soon. Years 4, 5 and 6
completed their Star Reader before they broke up for the summer holidays in July.

All of our books in school have been labelled and put into colour bands that will further help
guide children in choosing a book. One of the best parts about using Accelerated Reader is
that children can choose their own books to read, rather than having one assigned to them.
This makes reading a much more enjoyable experience as children can choose books that
are interesting to them. When your child brings home their reading book you will notice a white
label on the inside cover. This states the reading level (ZPD) of the book, the quiz number and
the number of points available for reading that book.

How can parents and carers support their children at home?




We ask children to read at home to an adult for 20 minutes a day, fill in their reading record
and have it signed and commented by a parent. According to Renaissance Learning'’s
research (who run Accelerated Reader), children who read at least 20 minutes a day with a
90% comprehension success rate on the quizzes see the greatest gains. We would appreciate
your support in helping your child to do this, as ultimately the reading practice that your child
gets outside of school contributes greatly towards them becoming a confident, successful
reader.

It is essential that children bring their reading book back to school every day as they also read
their books during reading fime in class every day. Please support your child in this routine,
putting their book back in their school bag as soon as they have finished reading with you.
We can't stress enough the importance of it!  If you have any questions about Accelerated
Reader, please do ask your child’s class teacher who will be happy to help.

Extra-Curricular Clubs

The list is being finalised and will be sent out to you next week.

Year 6 Heart Dissection

Excitement and curiosity filled year 6 this week as the children kicked off their topic Blood Heart
with a hands-on activity. Fully equipped in protective aprons and gloves, the young scientists
took on the role of cardiologists to dissect and examine the intricate structures of an animal’s
heart. Despite a few initial gasps of surprise, the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the unforgettable
activity. The immersive, practical lesson sparked brilliant scienfific discussions, leaving pupils
eager to learn more about the human circulatory system. ‘It was the best launch day ever
because we got to be real scientists and feel and see what it really looks like.” ‘| thought it
would be like a sponge but it was heavier than | thought. It was way better than looking at
pictures.’




Safeguarding

Headfield Junior School has three Designated Safeguarding Leaders. If you have any
concerns relating to any pupil in our school please contact one of the following designated
staff, one of whom will always be available, to discuss matters with you in private:

Mrs Brown — Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Miller — Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss Holl - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

This and further information on safeguarding, is available on our school website following this
link: https://headfieldschool.org.uk/Safeguarding/

Mrs Brown
Headteacher


https://headfieldschool.org.uk/Safeguarding/

Local Gymnastics Club for children with SEND

North Kirklees Special Gymnastics Club

Held at Batley Sports and Tennis Centre on Tuesday Evenings in Term Time

The club was founded in 1988 with its aim and goal to offer children and young adults
with Special Needs be it learning and or physical problems an opportunity to improve
their posture, motor skills and their general health and wellbeing whilst participating in
general gymnastic and similar connected physical activities.

The purpose of the club is to provide a gymnastics club for children, young people and
young adults with special needs teaching basic gymnastic skills, so. enabling them to
take part in a sporting activity and experiencing the challenges and opportunities this
has to offer.

Gymnastics is any excellent sport to help develop motor, cognitive, social and
communication skills and is both therapeutic and great fun.

The session is run by experienced and skilled a British Gymnastic coach and assistant
coaches and runs from 6 45pm to 7 45pm

The Club is a charity and run by volunteers.

Batley Sports and Tennis Centre
Windmill Lane
Birstall
Batley
WF17 OQD

Alma Brambles Chairperson 01924 848304 or 07802567384
almabrambles@gmail.com

Eleanor Brambles (Head Coach) 07816522253

Caroline Riley 07425133659




